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Greek-Americans have enriched our country

enormously, in every profession, in every re-
gion, in every walk of life. Cities across Amer-
ica take their names from such places as Ath-
ens and Corinth and Delphi and Sparta.

And of course, our country would not exist
if the ancient Greek city-states had not devel-
oped the world’s most revolutionary idea—de-
mocracy. Our founding fathers studied history
closely and revered deeply the works of the
ancient Greeks. Thomas Jefferson, the author
of the Declaration of Independence, once ob-
served, ‘‘Greece was the first of civilized na-
tions, presenting examples of what man
should be.’’

Although democracy is a significant com-
mon value that strengthens the bond between
the United States and Greece, we must real-
ize there is more to this relationship. Greece’s
major role in World War II provided tremen-
dous setbacks to the Axis offensive. Further-
more, Greece remained an important ally
throughout the Cold War and the struggle to
promote our democratic values around the
globe.

Today, the United States and Greece are
leaders in the pursuit to promote democracy,
human rights, freedom, and peace. President
Clinton referred to Greece as ‘‘a beacon of de-
mocracy, a regional leader for stability, pros-
perity and freedom.’’

Greece has been a friend and ally for more
than the last century and we will stand by her
to peacefully resolve the situation in Cyprus
and other challenges that the twenty-first cen-
tury may bring.

So today, I am proud to join with Greek
Americans and the Greek people in celebra-
tion of Greek Independence Day, reaffirming
the democratic principles from which our two
nations were born and which have shaped our
world. America and Greece have special re-
sponsibilities in this quest—the United States
as the world’s strongest democracy, Greece
as the world’s first. But if we engage fully in
the changing world beyond our borders, we
can build a future in which all nations enjoy
prosperity, democracy, and peace.

Mr. COYNE. Madam Speaker, I am honored
today to join in this special order commemo-
rating the 180th anniversary of Greece’s inde-
pendence from the Ottoman Empire.

180 years ago, in 1831, Greek patriots rose
up against their Ottoman overlords in a long
and bloody revolution that lasted nearly eight
years. The cause of Greek independence re-
quired great courage, perseverance and sac-
rifice. The Greek people experienced frequent
adversity and hardships, but their struggle
continued. Many brave men and women lost
their lives in this fight, and freedom was not
won without considerable cost. In the end,
however, the Greek people never wavered in
their struggle for freedom, and the land that
was once the cradle of democracy was again
free.

This day is very special to the people of
America because Greece and the United
States have much in common. Our shared
democratic ideals have formed a basis for a
strong and sustained friendship. Furthermore,
the writings of early Greek philosophers like
Plato and Polybius were adopted by many pa-
triots of the American Revolution, who used
their words as inspiration. Even today, Greece
remains one of our most loyal partners and
democratic allies in the global community.

In recognition of this historic event, the
House has repeatedly observed this annual

commemoration of Greek independence. Re-
cently, the Senate passed a resolution desig-
nating March 25, 2001, as ‘‘Greek Independ-
ence Day: A National Day of Celebration of
Greek and American democracy’’.

Madam Speaker, it is only appropriate that
we recognize these Greek patriots who shed
blood for the same principles of freedom and
self-government that inspired the patriots of
our own revolution here in America. Con-
sequently, it is appropriate that all of us, as
Americans, share in the celebration of this mo-
mentous occasion. I am honored to join my
colleagues in commemorating the 180th anni-
versary of Greek independence.

Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor the 180th Anniversary of Greek
Independence Day. The annual celebration
commemorates the day the Greek people took
up arms against the Ottoman Empire in 1821.
And today, it stands as the defining moment in
the establishment and preservation of modern
democratic ideals espoused by Greek society.

The Greek and American people share a
common heritage that cannot be overlooked.
The foundation of America’s democracy is
based on the democratic principles estab-
lished by the ancient Greeks. The political and
philosophical beliefs of the ancient Greeks en-
abled our Founding Fathers to craft a Con-
stitution and to establish a government that
holds high the ideals of equality and justice.
During its struggle for independence, Greece
looked to the Declaration of Independence
and the American Revolution for inspiration.

The annual Greek Independence Day pa-
rade will be held on Sunday, March 25, 2001.
On that day, the streets of New York City will
overflow with the pride and passion of the
Greek-American community. Greek Independ-
ence Day is not only significant because it
marks the beginning of the liberation of
Greece from Ottoman rule, but also because
it presents an opportunity for all Greek-Ameri-
cans to reflect on the important economic and
cultural contributions their community has
made to American society.

It is especially comforting to see the support
and guidance that the National Coordinated
Effort of Helenes and the Federation of Hel-
lenic Societies, as well as other Greek-Amer-
ican organizations provide their community
members—ensuring that past accomplish-
ments are celebrated and commemorated,
while also ensuring future success by pro-
viding opportunities for advancement in edu-
cation and the workplace.

Today, I ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring Greek Independence Day and the
common democratic heritage of Greeks and
Americans.

Mr. WAXMAN. Madam Speaker, I am
pleased to join my colleagues in celebrating
180 years of Greek Independence.

March 25, the official Greek independence
day, is a proud day for Greeks across the
world. It is a powerful reminder of the strength
and determination inspired by the ideals of
freedom and self governance, and an impor-
tant opportunity for Congress to rise and rec-
ognize the shared values and goals between
Greece and the United States.

Greece is a remarkable country with an ex-
ceptional past and a tremendous future. Its
proud heritage as the ancient founder of de-
mocracy has evolved with great accomplish-
ments like the war of independence, member-
ship in NATO, and partnership in the Euro-
pean Union.

I join my colleagues in recognition of this
special occasion and the strong U.S.-Greece
relationship. The ties between our two coun-
tries are underscored by strategic economic,
military, and diplomatic ties, and are contin-
ually enhanced by the activism of vibrant Hel-
lenic-American communities across the United
States.
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HONORING THE 180TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF GREEK INDEPENDENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr.
TIERNEY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. TIERNEY. Madam Speaker, I
rise today and join my colleagues who
spoke just prior to me in honor of the
180th anniversary of the Greek inde-
pendence. As a Member of the congres-
sional caucus on Hellenic issues, I once
again join those colleagues and others
in paying tribute to the nation of
Greece and its people.

As we all know, as was so eloquently
put forth by the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) and the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs.
MALONEY), ancient Greece was the
fountain of democratic ideals and val-
ues for the rest of the world, and her
modern counterpart has been steadfast
in ensuring that the philosophic tradi-
tions of the past are actively practiced.

Today, we celebrate the triumph of
the ideal of self-government in recog-
nizing the achievements of the Greeks
who so valiantly fought for independ-
ence. We also recognize the debt of
gratitude that the citizens of the
United States and many other nations
owe for the ideals upon which the
American democratic experiment is
based.

Greece, at the juncture between con-
tinents, continues to be actively in-
volved in the international commu-
nity, maintaining excellent relations
with the United States, Europe and
other nations. We all remember the re-
cent response to the devastating earth-
quake in Turkey as an example of the
commitment of goodwill that the
Greek people continually demonstrate.
It is my hope that this spirit of rising
above differences will serve to inspire
other nations as we move forward into
the 21st century.

On behalf of the people of the 6th
Congressional District of Massachu-
setts, I wish to extend congratulations
to the people of Greece and all of the
people of Greek heritage in the United
States on this important holiday.

I am honored to have been selected to
be an honorary grand marshal in this
year’s independence day parade in Bos-
ton. I look forward in sharing in the
celebration once again with my con-
stituents. It is my hope that the new
millennium will bring forth many more
years of positive and productive rela-
tions between the United States and
Greece.
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LESSONS OF GREEK

INDEPENDENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Connecticut (Mr. SIM-
MONS) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SIMMONS. Madam Speaker, I
stand here today in a Chamber that has
for centuries witnessed on a daily basis
the dreams and the fruits of American
independence. Today, we remember
that it was March 25, 1821, that the
Greeks rose up to seek their independ-
ence. As has always been the case, the
price of that independence was high.

Greek independence is a matter of
special interest to me because of my
family and, in particular, my wife,
Heidi. My wife, Heidi, is the great,
great granddaughter of a young 4-year-
old survivor of the Battle of
Missolongi. For those of my colleagues
who recall those events, it was
Missolongi that rose up against Otto-
man rule. It was Missolongi that cap-
tured the attention of Lord Byron, and
it was Missolongi where some of the
harshest battles of Greek independence
were fought.

When Missolongi finally fell, the sur-
vivors numbered only a few thousand
women and children, one of them the 4-
year-old great, great grandmother of
my wife, Catherine, or Haidine, ‘‘the
forsaken one,’’ as she was known. She
was impressed into the household of an
Egyptian admiral and relocated to Al-
exandria, Egypt, where 3 years later, at
the age of 7, she came to the attention
of a British diplomat. The British dip-
lomat offered to buy her out of slavery,
but the offer was refused, until a few
months later, she became sick, at
which point the offer was accepted and
the sick little girl was delivered to the
diplomat’s family. He and his wife
nursed her back to health, they relo-
cated to England where she was adopt-
ed, educated, raised up, and eventually
married to the son of an admiral. They
relocated to Canada and eventually to
the United States.

So, Madam Speaker, the story of
Greek independence is also the story of
America and of Americans and of our
families. It is a story of the struggle
for freedom, the struggle for democ-
racy, and the struggle for a better life
for our families, our friends, and our
neighbors.

As we gather in this great Chamber,
this cradle of democracy here in these
United States, we should never forget
the lessons of Greeks and the lessons of
Greek independence.
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CELEBRATING 180 YEARS OF
GREEK INDEPENDENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FERGUSON). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) is recognized for
5 minutes.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, on
March 25, as has been mentioned,
Greece celebrates its 180th year of inde-

pendence. I am here tonight to praise
the society that represents, in a histor-
ical sense, the origins of what we call
Western culture and, in a contem-
porary sense, one of the staunchest de-
fenders of Western society and values.
There are many of us in Congress, on
both sides of the spectrum, who are
staunchly committed to strengthening
and preserving the ties between the
Greek and American people. I would
particularly like to thank the co-chairs
of our Hellenic Caucus, the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) and the
gentlewoman from New York (Mrs.
MALONEY), for their fine leadership and
tireless efforts to strengthen the ties
between our two countries.

Just 2 years ago, after the Greek peo-
ple began the revolution that would
lead to their freedom, one of our prede-
cessors in this Chamber, Congressman
Daniel Webster, referring to the 400
years during which the Greeks were
ruled by the Ottoman Empire, ob-
served, and I quote, ‘‘These people,’’
the Greeks, ‘‘a people of intelligence,
ingenuity, refinement, spirit and enter-
prise, have been for centuries under the
atrocious and unparalleled Tartarian
barbarism that ever oppressed the
human race.’’

The words Congressman Webster
chose then to describe the Greek peo-
ple, intelligence, ingenuity, refine-
ment, spirit and enterprise, are as apt
today as they ever have been. In the
years sense, Americans and Greeks
have grown ever closer, bound by ties
of strategic and military alliance, com-
mon values of democracy, individual
freedom, human rights, and close per-
sonal friendship.

In the early 20th century, Greece
stood by the United States in World
War I when Hitler’s war machine deci-
mated Europe in the middle of this
century. Greece again stood on the
same side of the United States to re-
pulse the greatest threat to freedom
and human decency the world as ever
seen and, I might add, at great cost to
the Greek people and the Greek nation.

b 1900

History has shown that the historic
battle of Crete, in which the indomi-
table spirit of the Greek people forced
Hitler to delay his planned invasion of
Russia, was one of the most important
battles of the Second World War. From
the outset of that war, Greece showed
its true character as a nation of cour-
age and honor, devoted to freedom and
self-determination.

World War II’s aftermath left Europe
mired in the Cold War; and Greece, a
NATO ally to this day, once again an-
swered the call. Greece showed its na-
tional valor and sense of historic mis-
sion, joining forces with the United
States and preserving and protecting
the freedoms enjoyed today by an un-
precedented number of the world’s peo-
ple.

The qualities exhibited by the nation
of Greece, Mr. Speaker, are a reflection
of the strong character and values of

its individual citizens. The United
States has been greatly enriched as
many sons and daughters of Greece
made a new life in America. They and
their children and grandchildren have
enriched our country in countless
ways, contributing to our cultural, pro-
fessional, commercial, academic and
political life.

The timeless values of Greek culture
have endured for centuries, indeed for
millenia. As Daniel Webster noted, 400
years of control by the Ottoman Em-
pire could not overcome the Greek peo-
ple’s determination to be free.

But I regret to say, Mr. Speaker, to
this day the Greek people must battle
against oppression. For almost 24 years
now, Greece has stood firm in its deter-
mination to bring freedom and inde-
pendence to the illegally occupied na-
tion of Cyprus. Like their forefathers
who were under the control of a hostile
foreign power for four centuries, the
Cypriot people hold fast in defiance of
their Turkish aggressors with every
confidence that they will again be a
sovereign nation, and they will.

The United States must be on their
side in both the fight to secure that
freedom and the celebration to mark
the day when it finally arrives.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I want to
congratulate the Greek people for 180
years of independence and thank them
for their contributions to American
life.
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VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FERGUSON). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentlewoman from Illi-
nois (Mrs. BIGGERT) is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to switch subjects for a moment to
talk about another matter during this
month of women’s history. As the Re-
publican chair of the Congressional
Women’s Caucus, I would like to take
the opportunity to discuss an issue
that affects thousands of women each
year, violence against women.

There are two types of violence
against women that need to be ad-
dressed: domestic violence and sexual
assault. Scratch the surface of any of
our Nation’s most challenging social
problems, from crime in the schools to
gang violence and homelessness, and
you are likely to find a root cause of
domestic violence.

Law enforcement officials are report-
ing that domestic violence situations
are among their most frequent calls.
Judges find that children first seen in
their courts as victims of domestic vio-
lence return later as adult criminal de-
fendants. Schools are noticing that
children with emotional problems
often come from an environment where
violence is the norm.

Violence begets violence, and we
must break the cycle. We have begun
to address the problem, but there is
still much work to be done. Reauthor-
izing the Violence Against Women Act
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